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Foundation Announces Relationship Grants for 

2016 -17 Academic Year  

The Brown Rudnick Charitable Foundation announces the recipients 

of its 2016-17 Relationship Grants program. In all, the Foundation 

Directors voted to award grants totaling over $200,000 dollars to non

-profit organizations in cities where the law firm of  Brown Rudnick 

has offices. These grants support inner-city education programs and 

commence with the current academic year. 

The Foundation Grants Committee, chaired by Brown Rudnick Or-

ange County Partner Catherine Castaldi, received more than 80 letters 

of interest from qualified organizations interested in applying for this 

year's grants. Two dozen of them were invited to submit full pro-

posals, and final selections were made in June 2016.   

The Foundation awarded new one -year grants to a number 

of previous grant recipients, including:  

Thompson Island Outward Bound (Boston) to support the Con-

nections science education program for Boston public school stu-

dents. 

East Boston High School (Boston) to increase scientific literacy at 

East Boston High School through curriculum enhancements and inter

-school programing. 

Arts & Business Council of Greater Boston (Boston) to contin-

ue the Brown Rudnick Holiday Art Contest and Teen Art Law pro-

gram in Boston public schools, and to support the Corporate Art 

Lending Program where public school student art is loaned to busi-

nesses.     Continued on page 2.  
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Cover Story Continued, New Relationship Grants for 2016 -17 Academic Year 

Announced  

College Bound Dorchester (Boston) to support the Maritime Apprentice Program serving older, high -risk 

population through a work and education program.  

Hartford Public Library (Hartford) for the Leap into Learning Child Care Program, which provides early liter-

acy training and resources to home daycare centers. 

The Mark Twain House & Museum (Hartford) to continue a summer reading and writing program at the 

museum for 10th graders as part of Capital Prep Schoolôs 6-week summer academy.  

The NYC Urban Debate League (New York) to support the award -winning debate program for NYC students 

city-wide. Brown Rudnick also provides general counsel representation to the League on a pro bono basis. 

United States Capitol Historical Society (Washington, D.C.) to support the We, the People Constitutional 

Program which educates D.C. public middle school students through historical tours and classroom lessons, and 

to continue the Constitutional Challenge essay contest that Brown Rudnick helped to create through this relation-

ship. 

LIFEbeat (London) for group mentoring and summer camps that support the organizations transformational 

learning programs for inner -city teenagers.  

Mousetrap Theatre Projects  (London) a theater and arts program educating and connecting disadvantaged 

youth to the arts. 

University of California, Irvine (Orange County) to support a portion of the Saturday Academy of Law, a 

program offered to disadvantaged, high-achieving 9th grade students from the Santa Ana, CA school district.   

Century High School in Irvine (Orange County) to support college visits for economically disadvantaged high 

school students children as well as college placement test preparations. 
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The Center for the Public Interest Celebrates 15th 

Anniversary  

On June 16, in the Brown Rudnick Hart-

ford Office, the Center for the Public 

Interest Executive Director Al Wallis and 

Coordinator Elizabeth McGeoy, as well 

as Foundation Board Members, Firm 

Attorneys and Staff, joined Hartford 

Relationship Grantee's from both the 

Hartford Public Library and The Mark 

Twain House for a celebratory lunch of 

the Center and Charitable Foundationôs 

15th anniversary, and a recap of this past 

yearôs Hartford programs.  
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éand the Celebration Continued in London 

On September 12, a similar celebratory event was held at Brown Rud-

nickôs London office. Brown Rudnick 

Charitable Foundation Relationship 

Granteeôs LIFEbeat, Mousetrap and 

Brown Rudnick attorneys and staff 

joined with Charitable Foundation Presi-

dent Jeff Jonas, Foundation Director 

Chris Toms, and Center Executive Direc-

tor Al Wallis for lunch to discuss and 

reflect on the Center and Foundationôs 

work and celebrate the 15th Anniversary 

of the Center for the Public Interest.  
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New York City Urban Debate League Relationship 

Grantee Visit  

The New York City Urban Debate League hosted Brown Rudnick Part-

ners, Attorneys and Staff at its Harlem Summer Debate Institute at 

Columbia University. The Debate League is a long-time recipient of a 

Brown Rudnick Charitable Foundation Relationship Grant, as well as 

a firm pro bono client.  

Brown Rudnick spent the morning observing advanced public forum 

debaters, as they worked in groups to identify the frameworks and 

impact of their arguments. Middle and high school students partici-

pated in an open discussion asking Brown Rudnick volunteers ques-

tions about careers in law, educational experiences and how it can all 

relate to debate.  

The day concluded with a passionate demonstration debate from ad-

vanced debaters who argued the pro and con sides to the question, 

ñShould there be a uniform basic income provided by the United 

States Government?ò   Continued on page 5. 
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For more information on 

NYCUDL and their summer camp 

(s) please visit  

http://debate.nyc/  

Pictured above, Brown Rudnick volunteers provide feedback to the debaters.  
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ñSeeing kids no older than 11 develop nuanced arguments to compli-

cated questions in such a short order really demonstrated what a 

great program the New York City Urban Debate League is and how 

it is in broadening kidsô horizons and providing skills that will last 

the rest of the kids' lives. Thanks for inviting me to this great event. ñ 

-Jonathan Fitzsimons, Summer Associate 

ñIt was an honor to witness and participate in the work being done 

by the New York City Urban Debate League. It was also fun. The 

bravery, skill and ambition of these students was inspiring. I am so 

proud that the Center has contributed to this program. It is hard to 

imagine any educational program being more worthwhile and im-

pactful on young lives.ò 

-May Orenstein 
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From left, Brown Rudnick visitors Elizabeth McGeoy, May Orenstein, Erik Fogel 

(NYCUDL Executive Director), Al Wallis, Jonathan Fitzsimons, Tiffany Lietz.  
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In July, Brown Rudnick London Associates Peter Wozny and Emma 

Jane Price, and Paralegal Francesca Cassidy Taylor visited LIFEbeat, 

a UK charity providing transformational learning experiences for 

teenagers and a long-time Brown Rudnick grantee. They were able to 

experience LIFEbeatôs summer program, which is funded by the 

Foundationôs grant. Here, 50 teens from disadvantaged backgrounds 

attended the camp in order to find and express their creativity, discov-

er new ideas and to learn from others. 
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Teens Showcase Their Creativity at LIFEbeat  Foundation Grant 

Support of Capital 

Historical Society "We 

the People" Challenge 

in Washington D.C.  
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